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Background 
This document includes a short progress report of work on the further development of the HELCOM pre-
core indicator “Cumulative impacts on benthic biotopes” (short CumI) by the Lead Countries Germany and 
Sweden.  

CumI is being specifically developed to assess adverse effects and spatial extend of physical disturbance on 
benthic biotopes in the entire Baltic Sea and to develop respective threshold values. Furthermore, it is 
intended to replace the two indices used in HOLAS II, the Baltic Sea Pressure Index (BSPI) and the Baltic Sea 
Impact Index (BSII) in future assessments. In addition, CumI can serve CPs, being also EU MS, to implement 
Decision 2017/848/EU which states that MS shall establish assessments and threshold values for 
biodiversity through regional or subregional cooperation (e.g. MSFD criterion D6C3). 

At the State & Conservation meeting 6-2017, the CumI was identified as one of the pre-core indicators 
having a high priority for further development. It should become a HELCOM core indicator and future 
assessment tool for HELCOM. State & Conservation 7-2017 confirmed the high priority of such an indicator. 

The last draft of a CumI indicator report was presented at State & Conservation 9-2018, including the 
adaptation to the new MSFD Annex III and EU commission decision 2017/848/EU, an extension of the 
assessment scale (now comprising six disturbance categories instead of four) and a boundary of significant 
impacts. A preliminary test case assessment of the German waters in the Baltic Sea was included (see INF 
document 3J-7 at State and Conservation 9-2018). The test case was performed prior to these adaptations. 

Currently the LCs are carrying out a Baltic wide assessment, which includes the following changes since 
State & Conservation 9-2018: 

• Change of the indicator report to follow the current outline and layout of the HELCOM core
indicator reports

• Addition of a Baltic wide assessment, based on the HELCOM map of broad-scale habitats used for
HOLAS II and including the physical pressures from demersal fishery, mariculture, extraction and
disposal of dredged material and marine constructions. As these pressures are present in the whole
Baltic Sea, the indicator is in principle applicable in all areas of the Baltic Sea

• Application of a proposed threshold value to GES (good environmental status)
• Inclusion of a cut-off method for cumulative disturbance leading to loss and the assessment of loss

from physical pressures using CumI (loss is currently to be assessed separately under D6C4, but can
be assessed by the CumI with respect to loss caused by physical pressures). This includes only
cumulative disturbance leading to loss and does not pre-empt the work of TG SEABED,
distinguishing between loss and disturbance. The results of TG SEABED will be included as they
become available.

• More detailed description of the assessment method, data requirements and data processing
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• Revision and adjustments based on the study reservations and comments brought up during and
after State & Conservation 9-2018.

Before submitting the next draft indicator report to State & Conservation (planned for S&C 12-2020), the 
Lead Countries would like to discuss the results at EN Benthic 3/2019. 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of this progress report
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